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Health  Department, 

Frederic  Street, 

Hartlepool. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  The  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1960. 

The  Birth  Rate  has  risen  again  but  the  number  of  children 
under  one  year  who  died  was  21  compared  with  6 for  1959. 

There  was  a severe  epidemic  of  ‘Infective  Hepatitis’  in  the  early 
months  of  the  year  continuing  from  the  previous  autumn  and 
winter.  Strange  to  say,  but  for  a few  cases,  was  confined  to  West 
View  schoolchildren  and  children  under  5 years  of  age.  Few  adults 
were  affected  and  few  from  Baltic  Street  School.  As  this  is  not  a 
notifiable  disease  no  figures  are  available  but  certainly  the  worst 
epidemic  of  Hepatitis  within  the  past  25  years. 

There  was  only  one  death  from  tuberculosis  and  8 men  and  4 
women  died  from  cancer.  Lung  cancer  was  the  cause  of  death  in 
4 cases,  all  men  and  no  women. 

More  and  more  evidence  obtained  about  cancer  of  the  lung 
points  to  heavy  smoking,  a habit  which  is  both  expensive  and 
unnecessary. 

Poliomyelitis  vaccination  proceeded  more  slowly  than  last 
year  when  only  1,453  persons  received  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  injections 
against  2,901  last  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  R.  BENHAM. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  and  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  of  the  AREA 


Area  (Acres) 

1,841 

Population  (Census,  1951) 

17,217 

Population  (estimated  mid- 1960) 

17,340 

Rateable  Value 

. . £202,362 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate 

£700 

Total  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  at  31st  December,  1960  5,079 

Total  Number  of  New  Houses  completed  in  1930 

by  Council 

119 

by  private  builders  . . 

65 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  : 

Registrar  General’s  Comparability  Factors  : — 


Births  0.91. 

Deaths 

1.38. 

Af. 

F. 

Total 

Live  births — legitimate 

203 

177 

380 

illegitimate 

7 

7 

14 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population — 

Crude  22.3 

Adjusted  20.3 

Illegitimate  births  as  a % of  live  births  total  . . 3 

Still-birth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  still  births — 
Still-births  per  1 ,000 . . ..  ..  ..  15 

Infantile  Mortality  Rates — 

Total  rate  for  all  infant  deaths  per  1,000  live  births 

Under  1 year  ..  ..  ..  53.3 

legitimate  . . . . . . . . 52.6 

illegitimate  . . . . . . 71.4 

Neo-Natal  Rate — 

Infant  Death  Rate 

Under  4 weeks  of  age  . . . . 33 

Early  Neo-Natal  Rate — 

Infant  Death  Rate  under  1 week  per  1 ,000  33 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  per  1 ,000  live  and  still  births 
(still-births  and  deaths  during  first  week)  67 . 5 
Maternity  Mortality  Rate — 

No.  of  Deaths  per  1,000  live  and  still-births  Nil 
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Death  Rate — 


Crude  or  unadjusted  No. 

of  deaths  per  1,000 

population 

10.5 

Adjusted  death  rate 

14.5 

Total  births 

394 

legitimate 

380 

illegitimate 

14 

Still  Births — 

legitimate 

6 death  rate  under  1 year 

21 

illegitimate 

— 

1 

POPULATION. 

The  estimated  population  mid- 1960  as  supplied  by  the 
Registrar-General  was  17,340. 


Year 

Registrar  General' 
Estimated  Populatii 

1949 

16,900 

1950 

16,940 

1951 

16,990 

Population  by  1951  Census 

17,217 

1952 

17,080 

1953 

16,940 

1954 

16,940 

1955 

16,900 

1956 

16,960 

1957 

17,060 

1958 

17,200 

1959 

17,280 

I960 

17,340 

The  distribution  of  the  population  throughout  the  wards 
during  the  year  is  indicated  by  the  following  figures  based  on  the 
number  of  electors  in  the  wards  : — 

St.  Hilda — 1,850  Station — 1,180  Throston — 1,049 

Central — 1,598  Brus — 1,694  Hart — 3,536 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


No.  of  applicants  on  Waiting  List  as  at  31st  December,  1960 — 


Doubled-up 

187 

Overcrowding  . . 

163 

Ordinary 

342 

Total 

692 

No.  of  houses  completed  and  let  1st  Jan.  to  31st  Dec.,  1960  1 18 

No.  of  houses  becoming  available  for  re-letting  during  the 

same  period  . . . . . . . . . . . . 46 

No.  of  families  rehoused  as  special  cases  on  Medical  Grounds  4 

No.  of  families  rehoused  on  account  of  Tuberculosis  . . 4 


The  figure  of  692  applicants  for  Council  Houses  must  be 
analysed  in  order  to  assess  the  position  wherein  there  are  a number 
of  applicants  in  a town  with  5,079  houses,  which  have  been  built 
since  the  end  of  the  war  and  since  the  active  slum  clearance 
rehousing  commenced. 

Applicants  can  be  divided  up  thus  : — 

Doubled-up  families  living  with  other  families  ; families 
having  own  tenancy  but  living  in  overcrowded  conditions 
as  assessed  by  the  Council’s  points  scheme  ; families  having 
own  tenancy  but  with  no  overcrowding. 

Although  50%  of  applicants  have  no  urgent  need  for  rehousing 
from  a health  point  of  view,  they  quite  naturally  would  like  a 
new  house  with  its  corresponding  amenities.  These,  however, 
should  only  be  considered  when  all  others,  whose  applications  are 
based  on  bad  sanitary  and  health  conditions,  have  been  disposed 
of  in  order  of  merit. 

The  figures  of  families  ‘living-in’  show  a slight  decrease  when 
compared  with  those  given  in  the  1959  Report.  The  question  of 
‘living-in’  is  a very  serious  one  and  should  be  carefully  watched. 
Every  effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  number  of  these  appli- 
cants as  speedily  as  possible.  There  is  always  an  increased  risk 
of  the  spread  of  infections  where  two  families  live  together  or 
where  there  is  overcrowding. 
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BIRTHS. 

There  were  394  live  births  in  the  Borough  in  1960  as  compared 
with  370  in  1959.  The  crude  birth  rate  for  1960  was  22.3. 
A glance  at  the  diagram  below  shows  an  increase  in  the  birth 
rate  on  last  year’s  figures.  The  adjusted  rate  is  20.6  which 
compares  with  17.1  for  England  and  Wales. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births — Legitimate  . . 

. . 203 

177 

380 

Illegitimate  . . 

7 

7 

14 

Total 

394 

Still  Births — Legitimate  . . 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  6 


Borough  of  Hartlepool — Crude  Birth  Rate  1951-1960. 
Average  21.15 


YEAR  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  I960 


DEATHS. 

There  were  185  deaths,  which  in  a population  of  17,674  makes 
a crude  death  rate  of  10.5.  The  crude  death  rate  for  1959  was 
18.9  and  adjusted  death  rate  was  14.5,  which  compares  with 
11.5  in  1960. 
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Borough  of  Hartlepool. — Table  to  show  causes  of  death  during  I960  for  the 
main  causes  and  for  Tuberculosis.  (Figures  for  1959  are  given  for  comparison). 


19 

59 

19 

60 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

M 

TP 

M 

F 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . . 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

5 

4 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

— 

4 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

— 

1 

2 

neoplasms 

4 

8 

16 

10 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

3 

— 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

12 

14 

4 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

11 

18 

7 

Hypertension  with  heartdisease  . . 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

4 

8 

7 

5 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Influenza 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

7 

6 

Bronchitis 

8 

4 

9 

2 

Other  diseases  of  resp.  system 

1 ■ 

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

— 

1 

— 

2 

diseases 

4 

4 

6 

12 

Motor  vehicles  accidents 

4 

— 

3 

1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

1 

2 

3 

Suicide 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Diseases  which  are  associated  with  heavy  cigarette  smoking 
such  as  lung  cancer,  bronchitis  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  heart 
and  nervous  system. 


Taken  singularly  are  all  at  the  top  of  the  list  of  causes  of 
death  and  when  added  together  make  an  impressive  total : 


1959 

1960 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

45  27 

45 

13 

Abstinence  from  smoking, 

that  expensive, 

wasteful  and 

totally  unnecessary  habit  would  do  much  to  lessen  this  sad  loss  of 
life.  The  difference  between  smoking  habits  in  men  and  women 
is  reflected  in  the  much  higher  death  rate  in  men  of  these  major 
killing  diseases  with  the  2 years  added  more  than  twice  as  many 
men  as  women  have  died.  But  more  women  (4)  than  men  (0) 
died  of  diabetes  in  the  two  years  and  this  is  associated  with  another 
expensive  luxury — that  of  over-eating,  especially  of  sweet  and 
starchy  foods. 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  of  HEALTH  SERVICES  for 
HARTLEPOOL. 

Hospitals  (under  the  control  of  the  Hartlepools  Hospital  Man- 
agement Committee). 

Infectious  Diseases.  These  are  admitted  to  Brierton  Hospital 
which  still  maintains  a number  of  beds  for  the  common  infectious 
diseases. 

Tuberculosis.  Brierton  Hospital  is  now  the  main  Hospital 
for  cases  of  tuberculosis.  Cases  for  whose  treatment  facilities 
are  not  available  there,  are  admitted  to  hospitals  outside  the  area. 

General  Hospitals.  In  March,  1956  certain  changes  were 
made  regarding  the  admission  of  patients  to  the  General  Hospitals 
in  the  area,  so  that  now  the  Cameron  Hospital  deals  only  with 
Obstetric  and  Gynaecological  cases. 

Hartlepools  Hospital  admits  Accidents,  Orthopaedic,  Ear, 
Nose  and  Throat  Cases  and  Children. 

The  General  Hospital  deals  with  Medical  and  Surgical  cases 
and  the  following  clinics  are  also  held  there  : — Ophthalmic,  Skin 
diseases  and  Psychiatric. 


General  Medical  Practitioners. 

The  Executive  Council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  National  Health  Service 
insofar  as  the  General  Practitioner  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  con- 
cerned. 

Midwives.  The  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  a County 
Council  Service.  The  Midwives  serving  Hartlepool  are  : Nurse 
Foster,  75  Marine  Drive  : Nurses  S.  E.  Henzell  and  J.  Rutherford, 
The  Bungalow,  Grove  Street. 

Home  Nursing  Service.  Home  Nursing  is  the  responsibliity  of 
Durham  County  Council.  There  are  two  nurses : Nurse  O.  Carter, 
7,  Clifford  Close,  Hartlepool : Nurse  M.  Hart,  7,  North  Drive, 
West  Hartlepool. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  Durham  County  Council  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  are  held  as  follows 
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Frederic  Street  Clinic — every  Tuesday,  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 
West  View  Clinic — every  Thursday,  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30  p.m. 

Sunlight  Clinic — every  Tuesday  morning  at  Frederic  Street 

Clinic 


Ante-Natal  Clinics.  These  Clinics  are  attended  by  certain  of 
the  general  practitioners  of  the  town  who  see  only  their  own  patients. 
The  clinics  are  held  at  Frederic  Street  and  Miers  Avenue. 


School  Minor  Ailment  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Frederic 
Street  as  follows  : — 

Monday  morning — 9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Wednesday  morning — 9-30  a.m.  to  11-30  a.m. 

Friday  morning — treatment  on]y — no  doctor  in  attendance. 

Ophthalmic  School  Clinic.  This  clinic  is  held  at  Frederic  Street. 

School  Dental  Clinic.  Held  on  Monday  morning  and  afternoon, 
Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday  Mornings. 

Chest  Clinic.  The  chest  clinic  is  held  at  Brierton  Hospital, 
West  Hartlepool  for  Hartlepool  patients  by  appointment. 


Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  This  Clinic  is  held  at  the  General 
Hospital,  West  Hartlepool,  as  follows  : — 

Males — Thursdays  at  5 p.m. 

Females — Mondays  at  2 p.m. 

Ambulance  Service.  The  Ambulance  Service  in  Hartlepool 
is  a Durham  County  Council  Service.  One  ambulance  is  stationed 
in  Hartlepool  and  is  controlled  from  the  West  Hartlepool  Ambulance 
Station. 

The  control  is  continually  manned  and  receives  calls  for 
ambulance  transport  and  transmits  necessary  instructions.  Where 
necessary  the  County  Ambulance  is  supplemented  by  the  ambulances 
of  West  Hartlepool. 


The  ambulance  stationed  in  Hartlepool  covers  also  parts  of 
the  Stockton  Rural  area. 
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Usage  of  Ambulance  Service — Hartlepool,  1960. 


Cases  carried 

1 

Mileage 

Travelled 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

Total 

(a)  By  County  vehicle 
stationed  in  Hartlepool 

1356 

(1273) 

6187 

(6307) 

7543 

(7580) 

32906 

(32136) 

Figures  in  brackets  are  for  the  year  1959. 


NOTE  : — In  addition  to  the  above,  the  services  of  the  neighbouring 
County  Depots  are  also  utilised  particularly  on  occasions 
when  economy  can  be  effected  by  co-ordinating  journeys. 


Figures  of  interest  as  applying  on  the  31st  December,  1960. 

Hartlepool  children  in  the  care  of  Durham  County  Council  : 

In  Children’s  Homes  and  Nursery  . . . . . . 26 


Hartlepool  persons  maintained  by  Durham  County  Council  : 


Number  of  persons  maintained  in  hostels  . . 9 

Number  of  mental  defectives  on  the  register  . . 60 

Number  cf  blind  persons  on  the  register  . . . . 37 

Hartlepool  persons  on  Tuberculosis  Register  . . 106 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notifications  of  cases  of  infec- 
tious diseases  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  for  1959  and  for  1960. 


Prevalence  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


1959 

1960 

Disease 

Total 

Number 

Total 

Number 

cases 

of 

cases 

of 

notified 

Deaths 

notified 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 
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Measles  

539 

— 

59 

— 

Pneumonia  (Primary  & Influenzal) 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

— 

171 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— - 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

do.  (Non -Paralytic) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

1 

— 

5 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  age-group  distribution  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  for  the  year  1960  : — 


DISEASE 

Under 

1 

year 

>- 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65 

& 

over 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

1 

i 

2 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Measles 

1 

5 

3 

7 

5 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

59 

Pneumonia 

(Primary  & Influenzal) 

— 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

29 

22 

19 

15 

69 

6 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

171 

Meningococcal 

infection 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

i 

— 

— 

6 

Poliomyelitis  P. 

N.P. 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

* 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Diphtheria 
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Notifiable  Diseases. 

The  notifiable  diseases  which  are  required  to  be  notified  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  districts  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  are  Smallpox,  Cholera,  Diptheria,  Mem- 
braneous Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus  and  Ente  ic 
or  Relapsing  Fever. 

Apart  from  these  notifiable  diseases  there  are  others  which 
include  Plague,  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Tuberculosis,  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  Encephalitis  Lethargica, 
Malaria,  Dysentery,  Acute  Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia, 
Puerperal  Pyrexia,  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938  Medical  Practitioners  are 
required  to  notify  cases  of  food  poisoning. 

Diphtheria. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Diptheria  in  the  Borough  during  1960. 

Immunisation  of  the  child  population  in  Hartlepool  is  carried 
out  by  the  local  practitioners  using  triple  antigen  against 
diphtheria,  pertusis  and  tetanus  almost  exclusively. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation  carried  out  during  the  year  1960. 


No.  of  Children 
Immunised 

Under 

5 years 

5-14 

years 

Booster 

Total 

Diphtheria 

11 

2 

36 

49 

Diphtheria- Whooping  Cough, 
Tetanus 

199 

3 

4 

206 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  13  cases  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever  during  the  year 
as  compared  with  9 in  1950.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  there  were  8 new  cases  notified  and  there  was 
1 death  from  this  disease.  The  notification  of  new  cases  show  a 
decrease  of  4 over  last  year’s  figures  as  compared  with  1950,  when 
37  new  cases  and  16  deaths  were  reported. 

Poliomyelitis. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  the  vaccination  of  children 
was  carried  on  with  and  1,453  persons  received  1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
injections. 
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Measles. 

59  cases  were  notified  as  against  539  in  1959,  and  5 in  1958. 
The  table  shows  comparable  figures  over  the  past  10  years,  and 
striking  fluctuations. 


Notified  Cases  of  Measles — Hartlepool. 


Year 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

No.  of  cases 
ii  otified 

234 

261 

71 

392 

43 

19 

540 

5 

539 

59 

Whooping  Cough. 

Year 

1954 

1955 

1596 

1957 

1958 

1959  | 1960 

No.  cases  notified 

132 

94 

44 

248 

3 

2 | 171 

The  above  table  shows  the  highest  number  of  cases  notified 
since  1957. 


Immunisation. 

Immunisation  of  the  child  population  is  undertaken  by  the 
local  practitioners’  using  triple  antigen  against  diphtheria,  whooping 
cough  and  tetanus. 

Immunisation  with  B.C.G. 

Vaccinations  with  B.C.G.  are  carried  out  at  Brierton  Hospital, 
West  Hartlepool  for  contact  cases. 

This  indicates  too  few  children  immunised.  It  is  of  course 
advisable  to  be  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  tetanus  as  well  as  against  poliomyelitis,  smallpox  and  tuber- 
culosis. The  latter  is  usually  done  at  school  leaving  age  unless 
there  is  tuberculosis  in  the  f amity. 
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MASS  RADIOGRAPHY— CHEST  X-RAY. 


X-rayed  on  Miniature  Film 

Males 

Females 

T otals 

Hartlepool  Public  Sessions 

274 

231 

505 

Hartlepools  Trading  Estate 

187 

671 

858 

Referred  to  Clinic — 

Hartlepool  Public  Sessions  . . 

1 

— 

1 

Hartlepool  Trading  Estate  . . 

4 

12 

16 

Totals 

5 

12 

17 

Result  of  Clinic  Investigation. 


Diagnosis 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Hartlepool  Public  Sessions — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(occasional  supervision)  . . 

1 

0 

1 

Trading  Estate — 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(immediate  supervision)  . . 

0 

1 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
(occasional  supervision)  . . 
Primary  Tuberculosis 

0 

1 

1 

(occasional  supervision)  . . 
Pulmonary  Tubercuolsis 

0 

1 

1 

(Healed  no  action) 

0 

2 

2 

Bronchiectasis 

2 

0 

2 

Mitral  Stenosis 

0 

2 

2 

Aortic  Stenosis 

0 

1 

1 

Dermoid  Cyst 

1 

0 

1 

Total  . . 

4 

8 

12 
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INFANT  WELFARE  SERVICES. 


The  basis  of  the  child  welfare  service  is  the  work  undertaken 
by  the  Health  Visitors.  It  should  be  emphasised  that  the  Health 
Visitor  is  highly  qualified  and  that  besides  being  a trained  nurse 
she  is  invariably  a fully-qualified  midwife  and  has  undergone 
extensive  training  for  her  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate. 

The  main  function  of  the  Health  Visitor  is  the  supervision  of 
health  of  the  child  up  to  the  age  of  5 years.  She  also  undertakes 
duties  in  connection  with  mental  defectives,  tuberculosis  patients, 
old  people  discharged  from  hospital  and  other  duties  connected 
with  the  School  Health  Service.  It  must  also  be  pointed  out  that 
the  Health  Visitors  are  willing  to  help  the  local  practitioners 
whenever  they  can. 


Work  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  1960. 


The  total  number  of  effective  visits  paid  : — 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  . . . . . . 5,096 

2.  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . 288 

3.  Mental  deficiency  . . . . . . . . 132 

4.  School  174 

5.  Aged  people  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Summary — 

Ineffective  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 355 

Total  No.  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 6,073 

No.  of  effective  visits  . . . . . . . . . . 5,718 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  . . . . . . . . . . 263 

Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 

visitor  . . . . . , . . . . . . 22 


CLINICS,  ETC.,  WORK. 

Time  (as  days)  spent : — 

(a)  at  maternity  and  child  welfare  centres  . . 89 

(b)  at  chest  clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 48 

(c)  at  medical  inspections  . . . . . . . . 10 

(d)  at  special  schools  . . . . . . . . 8 
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Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  total  number  attending  the  two  Centres  decreased  as 
shown  on  the  chart  below. 


Child  Welfare  Centres  — Attendances,  1960. 


Children 

Children  attending 

Ti ro 4-  Ft  tyi  a 

Centre 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

Frederic  Street 

629  (816) 

63  (89) 

80  (109) 

4 (3) 

West  View 

782  (697) 

74  (112) 

125  (112) 

3 (10) 

Totals 

1411  (1513) 

137  (201) 

205  (221) 

7 (13) 

Figures  for  1959  are  given  in  brackets. 


Ante  Natal  Clinics. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  both  Frederic  Street  and  West 
View  Clinics.  During  the  year  only  two  practices  in  the  town 
availed  themselves  of  the  facilities  offered  whereby  the  clinics  may 
be  used  by  the  general  practitioners  for  the  purpose  of  holding  an 
ante-natal  clinic  with  the  midwives  in  attendance.  The  following 
table  shows  attendances  as  compared  with  1959. 


Attendance  1960  with  figures  for  1959  in  brackets. 


Centre 

No.  of 
Attendances 

Average  per 
Session 

Frederic  St. 

136  (104) 

6 (4) 

West  View 

74  (86) 

6 (7) 

Total 

210  (190) 

12  (11) 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Causes  of  Infant  Deaths  in  relation  to  age. 


DISEASE 

Under 
1 wk 

1-2 

wks 

2-3 

wks 

3-4 

wks 

Total 
under 
4 wks 

1 month 
& under 

3 mths 

3-6 

mth 

6-9 

smths 

9-12 

mths 

Tota{ 

Prematurity 

8 

8 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

1 

Congenital  Heart 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Asphyxia  Neonatorum 

1 

1 

Hydrops  Foetal  is 

1 

— ■ 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

Abnormalities 

1 

1 

Intra  cranial 

— 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

Total  21 


Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

During  the  year  the  County  Midwives  working  in  the  Borough 
delivered  and  nursed  194  cases  and  attended  14  patients  discharged 
home  from  hospital  before  the  14th  day  making  a total  of  208 
cases.  Figures  for  the  previous  three  years  are  set  out  below  : — - 


Births  attended  by  the  County  Mid  wives  1958,  ’59  and  ’60 


1958 

1959 

1960 

Total  births  (live  and  still) 

353 

383 

409 

Cases  attended  as  midwife  and  nurse 

147 

193 

194 

Hospital  patients  discharged  home 
before  14th  day 

19 

20 

14 

Total  cases  attended 

166 

213 

208 

21 


Home  Nursing. 

There  are  two  nurses  working  in  the  town.  The  figures  given 
in  the  table  below  shows  the  number  of  visits  and  new  cases,  Medical 
and  Surgical  over  the  past  three  years. 

Visits  by  District  Nurses,  1958,  1959  and  1960. 


1958 

1959 

19f0 

! 

General — 

Medical 

New  Cases 

Visits 

New  Cases 

Visits 

New  Cases 

Visits 

2b  7 

5,280 

285 

5,980 

262 

5,405 

Surgical 

26 

508 

38 

791 

51 

91b 

Tuberculosis 

7 

2 6 

11 

570 

11 

582 

Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

346 

Totals  . . 

300 

6,014 

334 

7,321 

324 

7,249 

Included  in  the  foregoing  totals  are  the  following : — 


Cases 

Visits 

Patients  65  years  and  over 

141 

4,275 

Patient,  under  5 years 

9 

62 

Visits  for  injections  only 

— 

1,749 

Care  and  After-Care. 

The  stock  of  nursing  equipment  made  available  by  Durham 
County  Council  and  held  in  store  at  the  Health  Centre,  Frederic 
Street,  has  been  in  great  demand.  This  easy  method  of  obtaining 
these  necessary  articles  when  required  is  proving  of  great  help  to 
local  practitioners  and  district  nurses  in  their  daily  work  with  the 
sick. 

The  School  Health  Service. 

The  School  Health  Service  in  Hartlepool  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Durham  County  Council.  I am  unable  to  report  on  the 
work  done  by  this  important  service  during  the  year  1960. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  for 
the  year  1960  was  21.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  was  thus  53.3. 
Appendix  II  shows  how  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  for  Hartlepool 
has  altered  since  1943.  The  England  and  Wales  figures  have  been 
plotted  for  comparison. 

The  causes  of  death  in  the  21  cases  are  given  in  tabular  form 
on  the  foregoing  page. 
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Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  continuing  its  good  work.  It  has  been  reported, 
however  that  families  and  neighbours  are  so  helpful  that  the 
demand  in  Hartlepool  on  this  service  is  not  so  great. 

Domestic  Help  Cases  during  1960. 

Routine  Cases — 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  1st  Jauary,  1960  . . 55 

No.  of  new  cases  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

72 

No.  of  cases  being  attended  at  31st  December,  1960.  68 
Categories — 

Old  age  pensioners. . . . . . . . 59 

Sickness  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . 3 

Maternity 

No.  of  domestic  helps  employed  during  year — 35. 

Meals  on  Wheels. 

This  is  a valuable  health  measure  generously  undertaken  by 
the  W.V.S.  For  information  a full  report  on  the  work  has  been  given 
by  the  Centre  Organiser,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Walmsley. 

TYPE  OF  MEAL. 

The  meal  consists  of  three  courses — soup,  meat  and  two 
vegetables  and  pudding.  This  can  be  varied  a little  according  to 
preference  of  the  recipient,  e.g.  an  ulcer  case  has  soup  and  two 
puddings,  one  always  rice.  Some  people  prefer  to  have  rice  always. 
The  meat  is  often  minced  as  being  more  suitable  for  old  people, 
but  is  varied  by  the  addition  of  pastry,  Yorkshire  pudding,  etc., 
liver  and  fish  pie,  sausages  are  also  served. 

SOURCE. 

The  meals  are  collected  from  West  Hartlepool  Civic  Restaurant 
by  arrangement  between  Hartlepool  and  West  Hartlepool  Corpor- 
ations. They  are  collected  in  individual  dishes  placed  in  charcoal 
containers  and  so  kept  hot  during  delivery. 

The  cost  to  the  old  people  is  9d.  each  meal ; the  actual  cost  is 
1 /3d.  and  the  Corporation  and  Durham  County  Council  pay  the 
extra  6d. 

MEANS  OF  DISTRIBUTION. 

For  delivery  the  Health  Department  make  available  the  van 
on  delivery  days — Tuesday  and  Thursday. 

24  people  receive  a meal  twice  a week. 


COMMENTS. 


Although  the  scheme  is  designed  for  any  age  of  person  who  is 
in  category  (1)  we  find  that  all  our  recipients  are  old  people.  We 
have  a small  waiting  list  and  hope  to  start  a third  delivery  on 
Monday  when  it  is  convenient  for  us  to  have  the  van  that  day. 
This  will  give  all  the  waiting  list  a chance  of  meals  from  the  Meals 
on  Wheels  Scheme. 

When  we  have  a request  for  a meal  we  confirm  with  the 
applicant’s  doctor  that  it  is  a suitable  case  and  we  do  not  assess 
cases  ourselves — except  old  men  living  alone. 

FURTHER  HELP. 

Help  is  given  by  our  clothing  store,  when  we  supply  clothing, 
bedding,  etc.,  as  far  as  we  are  able,  on  the  recommendation  of  an 
official  body,  i.e.  N.A.B.  Old  Peoples’  Warden,  Health  Visitors,  etc. 

HELP  AND  CLOTHING  FOR  NEEDY. 

76  families  have  been  supplied  involving  141  persons  and  many 
of  these  families  have  been  completely  rigged  out. 

In  addition  we  supplied  at  Christmas  time  30  old  peoples’ 
names  for  3 cwts.  of  coal  and  bags  of  logs  by  help  received  from  the 
‘Round  Table’  members. 

6 Old  people  received  £1  each  from  anonymous  donor  ; 

6 Tins  of  biscuits  from  anon,  donor  ; 

£27  from  the  Pearson’s  Sunshine  Fund  to  help  send  children 
on  holidays  ; 

13  children  were  sent  on  holiday  from  Hartlepool ; 

12  children  from  other  places  were  given  holidays  by  hostesses 
found  by  us,  mostly  amongst  our  own  members  ; 
Furniture  and  blankets  have  been  given  to  8 families. 

CATEGORIES. 

The  24  people  receiving  meals  fall  into  the  following  categories 

1 . Housebound  with  insufficient  help. 

2.  Old  men  living  alone. 

3.  As  (1)  but  recently  discharged  from  hospital — these 

are  only  temporary  cases. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  for  the  Year  1960. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  in  previous  years  the  main  emphasis  of  effort  in  the  depart- 
ment was  again  on  slum  clearance  and  as  throughout  the  year  the 
department  was  understaffed  it  was  only  possible  to  maintain  the 
tempo  of  the  housing  programme  because  a number  of  areas  of 
corporate  property  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  abbreviated 
procedure  allowed  in  these  cases. 

During  the  year  a resumption  was  made  in  normal  slum 
clearance  and  three  areas  were  in  hand  at  the  year  end.  Now  that 
the  Council  is  embarking  on  the  final  phase  of  its  slum  clearance 
programme,  and  in  view  of  the  ever-rising  costs  of  clearance  and 
redevelopment  building,  is  it  not  time  that  one  looked  to  the  future  ? 
Slum  clearance  has  been  and  still  is  to  a certain  extent  imperative 
but  is  not  the  time  rapidly  approaching  when  positive  action  should 
be  taken  to  prevent  the  deterioration  of  houses  by  securing  effective 
repairs  and  those  limited  improvements  that  can  be  carried  out 
under  existing  legislation  ? It  is  a disappointing  feature  of  the 
improvement  grants  scheme  that  practically  all  grants  made  are  in 
respect  of  owner-occupied  houses  and  there  is  little  evidence  at 
present  to  show  that  the  newer  standard  grant  scheme  will  be 
more  effective  for  tenanted  houses  either.  It  is  not  everyone  who 
desires  a new  type  house  and  garden  and  there  a lot  of  properties 
that  could  be  provided  with  the  basic  amenities  and  provide  useful 
units  of  accommodation  for  many  years  to  come.  Compulsory 
repairs  and'  grant-aided  improvements  would  be  much  cheaper 
than  eventual  slum  clearance  action.  It  is  not  impossible  that 
limited  powers  in  these  directions  may  be  made  available  in  the 
not-so-distant  future  for  the  reasons  stated. 

Again  the  year  saw  new  legislation  adding  further  new  duties 
and  responsibilities  to  the  department  in  the  shape  of  the  Caravan 
Act  and  Noise  Abatement  Act.  The  latter  act  gives  powers  in 
respect  of  noise  nuisances  and  the  former,  rightly  or  wrongly,  gives 
recognition  for  the  first  time  to  the  caravan  as  a permanent  home. 

For  the  first  time  ‘radiation’  makes  its  appearance  in  this 
respect  when  an  incident  involving  a mishap  to  a user  of  an  isotope, 
was  reported. 

A more  detailed  comment  on  the  routine  work  of  the  department 
and  statistics  required  for  various  annual  returns  are  found  in  the 
body  of  the  report. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  WARD. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

A total  of  392  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  669 
re-inspections  were  made.  83  informal  notices  were  served  in 
respect  of  95  houses  with  regard  to  nuisances  existing  thereon  and 
74  notices  affecting  91  houses  were  complied  with.  On  the  authority 
of  the  Committee  14  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  the  year 
with  respect  to  16  and  1 such  notice  was  complied  with  in  respect 
of  1 house.  13  houses  were  repaired  on  informal  request. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  3 Statutory  Notices  not  fully  complied 
with  were  abated  on  default  of  the  owner  to  4 houses  and  the 
necessary  action  to  recover  the  expenses  incurred  which  amounted 
to  a total  of  £4  18s.  6d.  Total  payments  for  repairs  on  default 
recovered  during  the  year  were  £127. 

To  summarise,  a total  of  97  notices  were  served  in  respect  of 
1 1 1 houses  and  78  such  notices  were  complied  with  to  96  houses. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Dwellinghouses.  Inspection 

Re-inspection 

Total 

Notifiable  diseases 

104 

— 

104 

Other  Diseases,  Food  poisoning 

40 

— 

40 

Verminous  Premises 

19 

— 

19 

Dirty  Premises 

5 

— 

5 

Overcrowded  condition 

3 

— 

3 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

— 

— 

— 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

392 

669 

1061 

Water  Supply 

2 

— 

2 

Animals,  etc.,  kept 

— • 

— 

— 

Supervision  of  removals 

261 

— 

261 

Rat-infested  premises 

43 

— 

296 

Rent  Act 

5 

13 

18 

Other  Premises  Inspection 

Re-inspections 

TotaJ 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 

6 

— 

6 

Stables 

— 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

2 

2 

4 

Marine  Stores 

— 

— 

— 

Accumulation  of  rubbish 

1 

1 

2 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

1 

— 

1 

Factories  with  no  mechanical  power 

5 

2 

7 

Workplaces 

1 

1 

2 

Places  of  Public  Entertainment 

— 

— 

— 

Sale  of  Rag  Flock 

— 

— 

— 

Pet  Animals  Act 

— 

— 

, — 

Schools 

— 

— 

— 

Atmospheric  Pollution  . . 

42 

— 

42 
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Food  Premises. 


Licensed  Premises 

4 

— 

4 

Meat  Shops 

1 

— 

1 

Provision  Shops 

- • 

— 

— 

Fish  Shops 

— 

— 

— 

Milk  Shops  and  Dairies 

3 

— 

3 

Restaurant  Kitchens 

9 

— 

9 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Ice-cream  Premises 

4 

— 

4 

Miscellaneous — Action  Taken. 

No.  of  complaints  investigated  during  year 

177 

Informal  Notices  served 

83 

In'ormal  notices  complied  with 

74 

Second  or  reminder  notices  sent 

34 

Nuisances  abated  without  service  of  written  notice 

3 

Statutory  notices  served 

14 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

. ♦ 

1 

Notices  abated  on  default  of  owner 

1 

Warning  letters  sent 

12 

Interviews  with  owners 

• . • 

• • • • 

52 

Interviews  with  builders 

35 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936. 

Derelict  Property. 

During  the  year  no  voluntary  demolitions  have  taken  place 

To  date  202  derelict  houses  have  been  demolished  voluntarily 
and  the  majority  of  the  sites  thus  cleared  have  been  subsequently 
acquired  compulsorily  by  the  Council  and  redeveloped. 

Vermin  Infestation. 

There  has  been  no  variation  in  the  methods  used  from  previous 
years,  i.e.  liquid  and  powder  insecticide. 

Bug-infested  houses  dealt  with  only  8 and  all  infestations  were 
slight  and  situate  in  old  property. 

The  furniture  and  effects  of  261  tenants  were  inspected  and 
disinfested  as  necessary  prior  to  re-housing  taking  place. 

20  houses,  mostly  Council  houses  built  in  the  1920’s  were 
dealt  with  for  wood-boring  beetles  using  a high-pressure  spray  and 
a specific  insecticide.  In  4 most  affected  houses  all  sub-floor 
spaces  were  opened-up  and  treated.  In  a number  of  cases  damage 
was  extensive  calling  for  the  renewal  of  joists,  ceilings  and  on 
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occasion  stairs.  Severe  damage  was  generally  limited  to  back 
bedroom  floors  over  kitchens  and  bathrooms.  Timber  used  in 
repair  work  and  new  building  is  now  pre-treated. 


A total  of  231  houses  were  treated  during  the  year  for  vermin 
infestation  as  below,  not  including  numerous  houses  dealt  with  for 
black  beetles  : — 

8 Silver  Fish  . . 45 

20  Dry  Rot  . . 1 

18  Garden  Beetles  9 

1 Carpet  Beetle  1 


Bug-infested 
Wood-boring  beetles 
Fleas 

Plaster  Beetle 


Places  of  Public  Entertainment. 

No  inspections  were  made. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Premises — Fish  Curing  3 Miscellaneous  2 

One  establishment  carrying  on  the  trade  of  fish  curers  had  an 
annual  licence  renewed  for  a further  period  of  twelve  months. 

Curing  is  now  only  carried  on  at  a relatively  small  scale. 


Water  Supply. 

The  supply  by  the  Hartlepools  Water  Co.  has  been  adequate 
in  quantity  and  of  satisfactory  quality  during  the  year  and  no 
restrictions  on  use  were  imposed  during  the  year.  The  supply 
from  boreholes  in  the  country  is  replacing  the  boreholes  in  the 
urban  area  and  during  the  year  only  the  Lancaster  Road  station 
within  the  urban  area,  was  operated  on  a reduced  output.  To 
meet  increasing  demands,  both  industrial  and  domestic  two  new 
boreholes  at  Naisbury  and  Dalton  Piercy  were  brought  into  use. 

The  quality  of  the  supply  has  been  well  maintained  as  shown 
by  routine  and  bacteriological  examinations.  A typical  bacteri- 
ological and  chemical  analysis  report  is  attached.  The  water  is 
very  hard  but  the  supply  from  the  new  boreholes  is  a little  softer. 

All  houses  in  the  town  are  now  supplied  with  a piped  public 
water  supply  and  only  a few  houses  now  have  no  internal  supply. 

Observations. 

A typical  chemical  analysis  is  indicated  below  : — - 

Parts  per  100,000 


Free  Ammonia . . ..  ..  ..  ..  0.001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . . . . . . 0.001 

Chlorine  as  Chlorides  . . . . . . . . 8.20 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  and  Nitrates  . . . . 0.062 


Total  Solids 


82.0 
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Oxygen  absorption 

0.009 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2 ft.  tube 
Odour  when  heated  to  50 °C. 

. . Colourless  and  clear 
. . ‘ Nil 

pH  value 

7.4 

Microscopical  Examination. 

A minute  deposit  from  half-a-gallon  consisted  of  mineral  matter. 

The  above  results  afford  no  evidence  of  pollution  by  sewage  or 
other  foul  drainage  and  providing  the  results  of  a bacteriological 
examination  are  equally  satisfactory,  no  objection  can  be  taken 
to  the  use  of  the  supply,  as  represented  by  the  sample,  for  human 
consumption. 

Bacteriological  Examination. 

Plate  Count.  Yeastrel  agar  24  hours  37°C.  aerobically  — per  ml. 
Probable  number  of  coliform  bacilli,  MacConkey  2 days 

37  °C.  — per  100  ml. 

Probable  number  of  Bact.  coli  (type  I)  . . — per  100  ml. 

Remarks. 

Satisfactory. 


Sewerage. 

The  system  in  the  town  is  reasonably  adequate  and  disposal 
is  by  discharge  into  the  sea  in  an  untreated  crude  state.  Inter- 
mittent fouling  of  the  beaches  occurs  and  even  if  there  is  no  public 
health  risk  involved  the  system  is  objectionable  on  aesthetic  grounds 
and  some  form  of  pre-treatment  could  with  advantage  be  carried 
out  at  least  to  the  larger  outfalls. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956. 

Atmospheric  Pollution. 

The  methods  in  use  for  the  measurement  of  atmospheric 
pollution  remained  unchanged  during  the  year. 

Details  of  observations  are  included  in  Table  II  in  the 
appendix  to  this  report  and  are  supplied  to  the  Department  of 
Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  and  to  the  Teesside  Clean  Air 
Committee  for  Collation. 
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Industrial  Sources. 

Owing  to  the  staffing  position  no  routine  inspection  of 
industrial  plants  or  observations  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

At  two  works  the  provision  of  automatically-controlled  oil-fired 
boilers  in  lieu  of  old  type  coal- fired  ones  was  completed  and  at  one 
of  the  factories  the  management  agreed  to  and  raised  the  stack 
height  from  40'  to  100'. 

There  was  again  during  the  summer  months  a recurrence  of 
the  nuisance  from  fogging  and  smell  in  one  area  of  the  town  from 
a plant  making  refractory  ingredient.  Proposals  from  this  firm 
for  a considerable  extension  of  the  plant  and  production  led  to 
consultations  and  reference  of  the  project  to  the  Chief  Alkali 
Inspector  for  expert  advice  and  modified  proposals  were  acceptable. 
It  is  hoped  that  by  replacing  the  existing  low  stack  by  one  of  250' 
and  replacing  two  old  precipitators  by  two  of  improved  design,  the 
provision  of  an  additional  washtower  and  precipitator,  that  there 
will  be  adequate  control  of  dust  and  effective  dispersion  of  fumes 
to  obviate  all  fogging  and  smell.  This  plant  will  not  go  into 
operation  until  1962  so  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  summer  of  that 
year  will  be  free  of  nuisance. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1957. 
Slum  Clearance. 


No. 

Date  Rep- 
resented 

Site 

No.  of 
Houses 

No.  of 
Persons 

Local 

Enquiry 

Con- 

firmed 

64 

1.9.59 

Mill  Street  & Council 
leasehold  properties 

53 

236 

— 

18.2.60 

65 

1.4.60 

Edward  St. — Council 
leasehold  properties 

126 

343 

4.10.60 

part 

Approval  was  received  early  in  the  year  to  an  area  of  53 
Council  owned  properties  and  a further  area  of  126  such  houses 
were  represented  as  unfit  but  by  the  year  end  approval  had  been 
received  from  the  Ministry  in  respect  of  part  only  of  this  area. 

No  further  large  areas  of  Council  properties  remain  to  be 
dealt  with. 

A total  of  111  families  comprising  .373  persons  were  rehoused 
during  the  year  and  91  houses  demolished  during  the  year. 

Since  the  resumption  of  slum  clearance  a total  of  997  houses 
in  slum  clearance  areas  have  been  demolished  and  redevelopment 
of  cleared  sites  has  been  considerable  as  a total  of  105  flats,  20 
special  dwellings  and  295  houses  have  been  built  on  cleared  sites. 
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Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  3 Closing  Orders  were  made,  7 persons  in  3 
families  were  rehoused  from  3 houses  closed  subject  to  a Closing 
Order. 

One  Closing  Order  was  determined. 

2 Local  Authority  houses,  not  in  areas,  were  closed,  2 families 
of  8 persons  being  rehoused. 

1 house  was  demolished  that  was  subject  to  a Demolition  Order. 

No  houses  from  which  tenants  had  previously  been  rehoused 
on  a voluntary  basis  were  demolished,  but  a total  of  202  houses 
have  thus  been  demolished,  the  majority  of  the  sites  being  acquired 
by  the  Council  for  redevelopment. 

Overcrowding. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  an  accurate  picture  of  the  present 
overcrowding  position  without  carrying  out  a fresh  survey. 

Housing  Statistics. 

A.  1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  : — - 

(1 ) (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts 392 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 669 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  [included  under  sub- 

head (1)]  above  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations,  1925- 
1932  112 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 332 

(3)  Number  of  dwellings  found  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . . 108 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  local  authority  or 
their  officers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 
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B.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

3.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  . . . . 13 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 1 

4.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  3 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  the  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners  . . . . . . . . . . — 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  . . 3 

C.  Houses  Demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  : — 

1 . Unfit  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . 55 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 162 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 57 

2.  Badly  arranged  houses  demolished  . . . . 5 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 6 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 3 

3.  Fit  houses  demolished  . . . . . . . . 1 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . — 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . — 

D.  Houses  Demolished  Not  in  Clearance  Areas  : — ■ 

4 . Demolished  formally  or  informally  under  sec.  17(1)  2 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 3 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 2 

5.  L.A.  houses  demolished  on  certificate  of  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  . . . . . . . . 30 

Persons  displaced  . . . . . . . . 205 

Families  displaced  . . . . . . . . 51 
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E.  Unfit  Houses  Closed  : — 

1.  Whole  house  under  secs.  17(3)  or  28 

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

2.  Parts  building  closed  sec.  18 

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 

3.  Number  separate  houses  in  respect  of  : — 

Which  Orders  have  been  determined  the  house 

or  part  having  been  rendered  fit 

4.  No.  of  underground  rooms  closed  sec.  18 

5.  No.  local  authority  houses  certified  unfit  and  closed 

Persons  displaced 
Families  displaced 


F.  Houses  Improved  by  Grant  : — 
(1)  Private  Houses. 


Discretionary  Standard 


No.  of  applications  submitted  separate  houses  16  2 

No.  of  applications  rejected  . . . . . . — — ■ 

Total  No.  of  houses  for  which  application 

granted  since  inception  . . . . 33  2 


(2)  Council  Houses 

No.  of  houses  improved  during  the  year  . . 16 
Total  improved  since  inception  . . . . 18 


to  oo  to  I •—  co  <i  co 
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RENT  ACT,  1957. 

As  I have  pointed  out  previously,  the  involved  nature  of  the 
procedure  under  the  Act  proves  a deterrent  to  tenants  in  following 
up  the  repair  form  ‘G*  served  on  the  owner.  The  year  under 
review  emphasised  this  position  and  in  a number  of  cases  notices 
were  served  because  tenants  would  not  embark  on  the  uncertain 
ways  of  this  Act.  This  is  fully  illustrated  by  the  small  number  of 
applications  made  to  the  Authority,  as  shown  in  the  following 
table. 


Formal  action  under  the  Act  is  summarised  below  : 1959  1960 


1 .  Application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair : — 
No.  of  applications  for  certificate  of  disrepair 
No.  of  applications  refused 
No.  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  defects 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

No.  of  undertakings  received  from  owner  . . 

No.  of  undertakings  refused 

No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  issued 


4 5 

1 — 

3 5 

2 4 

2 — 


2.  Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates  : — 

Application  by  landlords  for  cancellation  . . 2 — 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  . . . . — — 

Decision  to  cancel  in  spite  of  objection  . . — — 

Certificates  cancelled  by  authority  . . . . 3 — 

3.  Application  for  Certificates  as  to  remedying  of 

defects — 

Application  by  tenants  that  terms  of  under- 
takings have  not  been  complied  with  . . 3 — 

No.  of  certificates  granted  . . . . . . 3 — 

Application  by  owners  that  repairs  have  been 

carried  out  . . . . . . . . . . 2 — 

No.  of  certificates  granted  . . . . 2 — 
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FOOD  & DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


No  routine  work  was  carried  out  under  this  Act  during  the 

year. 

Only  2 Notices  were  served  during  the  year.  2 Notices 
outstanding  from  the  previous  year  were  complied  with. 

No  special  propaganda  was  carried  out. 


Type  of  Establishment 
and  No.  at  year  end 

Prov. 

Shops 

66 

Fish 

Shops 

12 

Bake- 

houses 

10 

Catering 

28* 

Licensed 
Premises 
and  Clubs 

37 

Butchers 

Shops 

17 

Total 

170 

No.  Registered  Sec.  16 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

7 

11 

Defects  Remedied — 

Lack  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ Hot  Water 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

,,  Soap  & Towel 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Light/ Ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Decoration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ Clothing/headgear 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ First  Aid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Sanitary  Accomm. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Def.  Sanitary  Accomm,  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

,,  Drainage 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Structural  Defects  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

„ Bins 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

,,  Rubbish 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  sink  and/or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nohandbasin  &/ordefec. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  hot  water 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

No  clothing  accomm. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Animals/birds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Defects 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Total  Inspections 

— 

— 

— 

9 

4 

i 

14 

♦Private  13;  Works  4;  School  11. 
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SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM. 

Ice  Cream  premises  registered  for  retail  sale  are  nearly  all 
provision  shops. 

Premises  registered  are  given  below  : — 

Premises  registered  for  manufacturing  ice  cream  1 

Premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice  cream  . . 76 

Premises  registered  and  selling  ice  cream  . . 62 

and  a total  of  4 inspections  were  made  for  this  class  of  trade. 

All  ice  cream  on  retail  sale  is  obtained  wholesale  and  sold 
prepacked. 

It  was  not  possible  during  the  year  under  review  to  carry  out 
any  sampling  to  see  if  the  commodity  on  retail  sale  complied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations,  1949-1952. 


Unsound  Food. 

During  the  year  one  producer  was  warned  in  writing  as  to  the 
use  of  dirty  milk  bottles  and  the  attention  of  the  manufacturers  to 
the  alleged  sale  of  mouldy  chocolates. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

15  inspections  of  meat  and  other  foods  were  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  retail  shops  and  canteens  and  weight  of  food  condemned 
amounted  to  1 cwt.  7 st.  9 lbs. 

Food  Condemned  : — 

Miscellaneous  Tinned  Foods  . . . . 4 st.  5 lbs. 

Tinned  Meat  . . . . . . . . 7 st.  4 lbs. 

Dried  Fruit  . . . . . . . . 1 st.  0 lbs. 

Cereal  . . . . . . . . . . 3 st.  0 lbs. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT  REGULATIONS),  1924. 

No  formal  action  was  called  for  under  this  regulation  during 
the  year. 


MILK  & DAIRIES  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1959. 

Persons  and  premises  registered  under  the  above  orders  at  the 
year  end  are  as  follows  : — 

Distributors  with  retail  dairy  premises  in  the  town  4 

Distributors  with  no  retail  premises  in  the  town  4 

— 8 

Retailed  purveyors  of  bottled  milk  only  ....  45 
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One  dairyman  was  warned  about  displaying  name  and  address 
on  vehicles,  and  a notice  served  in  respect  of  decoration  and  rubbish. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  REGULATIONS, 
1949-54. 

The  town  is  included  in  a special  area  for  the  sale  of  designated 
milk. 

Licences  granted  under  these  orders  and  in  force  at  the  year 
end  are  as  follows  : — 


Dealer's 


S upplementary 
Licences 
4 
4 
4 


Licences 

13 

20 

50 


Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised  Milk 
Sterilised  Milk  . . 


Both  T.T.  and  Pasteurised  Milks  on  sale  in  the  town  are  each 
derived  from  3 sources  and  the  supply  position  and  the  quality  was 
well  maintained. 

Purity  of  Milk  Supplies — Bacteriological  Examination. 

It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  any  sampling  during  the  year 
under  review. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1958. 

All  private  slaughterhouses  were  closed  in  1940  on  public  health 
grounds,  since  when  no  applications  have  been  received  for  private 
slaughterhouses.  All  slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  public 
abattoir  of  an  adjoining  authority. 

As  required  by  the  above  Act  and  regulations  made  thereunder, 
the  Council  carried  out  a review  of  the  position  as  to  existing  and 
probable  future  requirements  of  the  district  for  these  facilities  and 
being  of  the  opinion  that  existing  arrangements  were  adequate 
submitted  a scheme  accordingly. 

This  scheme  was  approved  by  the  Ministry. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937-1944. 

Little  arose  during  the  year  that  calls  for  comment ; it  was 
not  possible]to  carry  out  any  routine  work. 


1 . Inspections  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  P.H.I.). 


Number  on 
Register 

3 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

1 

Inspec- 

tions 

4 

Written 

Notices 

5 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

6 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sections  1. 
2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorites 

8 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

55 

7 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out-wor- 
kers’ premises) 

9 

TOTAL 

72 

8 

2 

— 

2.  Gases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

rem- 

Referred 

cases 

Found 

edied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecuted 

Inspector 

Inspector 

(3) 

(<) 

(5) 

(6) 

(?) 

Want  of  cleanliness 











Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  insufficient  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

TOTAL 

2 

3 

2 

— 

Outworkers. 


No.  notified  ....  1 — for  making  of  wearing  apparel. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949-52. 


No  formal  action  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Act.  No  unusual  infestations  occurred,  infest- 
ation of  houses  was  largely  of  a sporadic  nature  but  trouble  still 
continues  to  be  experienced  on  new  housing  sites  on  what  had 
been  virgin  farm  land. 


Types  of  infested  areas  dealt 
below : — 

Industrial  premises  . . 6 

Tips  3 

Allotments  . . . . 1 

Hospitals  . . . . — 


with  other  than  houses  are  as 

Recreation  Grounds  . . 2 

Food  Shops  . . . . — 

Building  Sites  . . . . 4 

Licensed  Premises  . . — 


No.  of  dead  rats  recovered — poison  672 

— traps  12  Total  684 

No.  of  dead  mice  recovered  — 4. 


39 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 


(0 

Local 

Author- 

ity 

No 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(inch 

Council 

Houses) 

n-Agricultura 

(?) 

All  other 
(inch 
Business 
Premises) 

l 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols. 
0).  (2) 

& (?) 

J Agricultural  0 | 

I No.  of  properties  in  Local  Author- 

ity’s District 

45 

4996 

382 

5423 

5 

II  No.  of  properties  inspected  as  a 
result  of  : — 

(a)  Notification 

8 

42 

6 

56 

_ 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act. . 

4 

2 

— 

6 

— 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when  visited 
primarily  for  some  other  pur- 
pose) 

_ 







_ 

III  Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections  (to  be  com- 
pleted only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

422 

293 

103 

818 

IV  No.  of  properties  inspected  (in 
Sec.  II)  which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

Major.  . 

7 

1 

2 

10 

(a)  Rats  • 

„ Minor . . 

5 

26 

1 

32 

— 

( Major. . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( b ) Mice  ] 

( Minor . . 

— 

3 

3 

6 

— 

V No.  of  infested  properties  (in  Sec. 
IV)  treated  by  the  L.A.  (Figures 
should  NOT  exceed  those  given  at 
Sec.  IV)  

12 

62 

6 

80 

VI  Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments.  (To  be 
completed  only  if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

14 

51 

15 

80 

VII  No.  of  notices  served  under  Sec. 

4 of  the  Act  : — 

(a)  Treatment 

_ 







(b)  Structural  Work  (i.e.,  Proofing) 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

VIII  No.  of  cases  in  which  default 
action  was  taken  following  the  issue 
of  a notice  under  Sec.  4 of  the  Act 

_ 

_ 

_ 



IX  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X No.  of  "Block”  control  schemes 
carried  out  . . 

9 
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APPENDIX  II. 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES,  ANNUAL  TOTALS,  MONTHLY  AND  FIVE- YEARLY  AVERAGES. 

Gray  Square  New  Cemetery 
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